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10 FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a conduit manager, and, more particularly, to a receiving 
manifold with a conduit manager that gathers, stores and protects the conduits while providing a 
protective cover over the connection points at the, manifold, such as the electrical cords, plugs 
and structure associated with a power supply strip.-^ 

15 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

It is to be understood, that the term ''conduit" used herein, including in the claims, 
includes all manner of cords, cables, lines, wires, hoses, filaments, pipes, tubes, ribbons, tape and 
the like, whether flexible or rigid, associated in any. way with supplying or receiving electrical, 
20 mechanical, chemical, pneumatic, hydraulic, and i&p like subject matter. In addition, the term 
'"manifold" used herein, including in the claims^ as used in the broadest sense to include any 
chamber or device with an outlet for supplying or leceivmg said subject matter. 



It is all too common that a power supply is simply a mass of cords, including those 
having two-prong plugs, grounded plugs, power converters and the like. The mass of cords pose 
issues of frustration and safety to surrounding persons and area. Present safety manufacturing 
has recognized the safety concern of the mass of cords from one power strip. For example, there 
5 exists a power strip cover that encases the power sfiip with a center slot through which individual 
cords can exit. One purpose behind this is to prevent a small child from accessing electrical 
plugs and outlets. Another purpose of die apparatus is forced organization of the cords due to the 
center slot's width. 

Another example of an attempt to provide ^ cord manager discloses a method and kit for 
10 securing cord connections to an electronic device by sitting an electronic device on a flexible pad 
and securing the connecting cords to the pad. , hi this manner, the cords are organized and 
secured. Another attempt to organize and secure cords includes a resilient fabric pack 
comprising attached pockets, with closures, through which outlets or apertures used in running a 
computer may exit. However, what is not disclosed by devices or otherwise known is a 
15 reference that teaches organizing, securing and .storing a plurality of conduits, together with a 
manifold, and providing a protective cover over the entire assembly. Thus, a need exists in the 
field of conduit management to address these deficiencies and inadequacies. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

20 FIG. 1 is a side view of an embodiment of die present invention having a power strip with 

an attached conduit management apparatus; 

FIG. 2 is a top view of an embodiment of FIG. 1 ; and 

FIG. 3 is an interior view of the conduit management apparatus of FIG. 1 . 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION ; , . 

One embodiment of the present invention^ is a conduit manager that gathers, stores and 
protects conduits while also protecting the coniiectipn points, such as the plugs and associated 

5 power connection. Another embodiment of the present invention is a combination of the conduit 
manager and manifold. In this case, a power supply, cable and protective organizing cover. 

It will be understood by those skilled in the art that the conduit manager and manifold 
described herein is applicable in a litany of industries and applications. By way of example and 
not limitation, the present invention may be applied in the medical, hospital or healthcare 

10 industries in conjunction with tubes carrying fluicls or gases connected to equipment or wall 
outlets; in the communications industries in conjunction with electrical cords connected to 
equipment or wall outlets; in the computing and da^ta processing environment with routing cables 
connected to related equipment; or, in the industrial environment in conjunction with hydraulic 
or pneumatic hoses connected to supply sources or. equipment. 

15 It will be understood the conduit manager may be used by itself to store conduit that is 

not in use. It will be further understood that the conduit manager may be used to protect 
connections between conduits, that is, to protect Coilduits and connections only in the absence of 
a manifold. 

For the purposes of illustration and teaching, and not limitation, the present invention will 
20 be described most frequently with reference to an embodiment that comprises a manifold which 
is an electric power strip. . 

FIG. 1 is a side view of a conduit manager 10, made in accordance with the present 
invention, having a power strip 12 with an attached conduit management apparatus 16. The 
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conduit management apparatus 16 is a protective cbyer over the power strip 12. As illustrated in 
FIG. 1, the power strip 12 has a plurality of conduits 18, 20 which are secured to the conduit 
management apparatus 16 by securing loops 22 and fed out of the conduit manager 10 at an exit 
point 24. Additionally, as illustrated in FIG. 1, the.ppnduit management apparatus 16 is attached 
S to the power strip base 14 at a plurality of interface points 26, 28. 

Furthermore, with respect to the FIGS. :1;3, in this embodiment the materials of 
manufacture may add novelty to the invention. For example, the conduit management apparatus 
16 may be made of a flexible heat and flame resistant material, or breathable material, or tamper- 
resistant and lockable material. Locks, seals, fasteners and the like may be included to prevent 

t !*•*•'■ 
• \' 

10 access to the points of connection or manifold. cThe flexible material here allows the apparatus 
16 to cap the power strip 12 as well as to acconunodate varying size plugs that may be plugged 
into the power strip 12. In the illustrated embodiment, this flexible material is flame resistant 
canvas and fully scalable at all conduit access points. 

FIG. 3 illustrates the interior of the conduit management apparatus 16. Specifically, this 

IS view illustrates the plurality of securing loops 22,; which secure individual conduits 18, 20 for 
conduit management. Specifically, in the illustrated embodiment the securing loops 22 are 
Velcro® loops that restrain individual conduits,: accepting loops of extra conduit in order to 
minimize the amount of excess conduit outside the. conduit manager 10. It will be understood 
that other securing mechanisms besides the identified Velcro® could be utilized as securing 

20 points 22, including but not limited to elastic loops, clips, clamps, latches, twist ties, spools, 
snaps, ties and the like. Similarly, any of these means for fastening could be used to close and 
seal conduit access points. 



FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate that the conduit management apparatus 16 and the power strip 12 
are attached at a plurality of interface points 26, 28 on the power strip base 14. In an 
embodiment shown, the power strip base 14 and the power strip 12 are simply different areas of 
one power strip housing 30. The interface points 26, 28 are by attachment means between the 

S two components, as the power strip base 14 and the conduit management apparatus 16. As 
illustrated in FIG. 2 where the conduit management apparatus 16 is in a closed position, the 
Velcro® is attached to each distal end of the power strip base 14 and similarly to the aUgned 
conduit management apparatus 16. This Velcro® dfetribution allows for marrying of the power 
strip base 14 and apparatus 16 to create a Velcro,®,. bond, creating the housing of the conduit 

10 manager 10 as the exterior skin of the conduit management apparatus. It is conceived that the 
conduit management apparatus 16 could simply marry to itself and encapsulate the entire power 
strip 12, including the power strip base, for coniluit management. It is further conceived that a 
separate base could exist, such as with a non-skid tread, that the apparatus could marry for 
housing the conduit manager 10. 

1 5 For further explanation of the components and construction of an exemplary embodiment 

of a conduit manager made in acconduitance with tfie-present invention attached hereto is Exhibit 

■ '"'t\\ 

A incorporated herein entirely by this reference. 

It should be emphasized that the above-desdnbed embodiments of the present invention, 
and any identified preferred embodiments, are merely examples of implementations, used to 
20 provide a clear understanding of the present invention. It will be obvious to those skilled in the 
art that many variations and modifications may also be made to an embodiment described herein 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present invention. All such variations and 
modifications are intended to be included herein within the scope of this disclosure. 

5' "It,! 
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SAMPLE CLAIM 
Wbat is claimed is: 

1 . In combination with a power supply strip, a cover comprising: 

5 

an exterior surface; 

an interior surface opposite said, exterior surface, including means for securing 
power conduits; and 

means for limiting access to said power conduit. 

10 
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